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Compound interest

Investment tip
•	 Remember, investments with a greater rate of return are often higher 

risk. When choosing investments, it’s important to select ones that 
won’t keep you up at night.

•	 You can also use the rule of 72 to determine the impact inflation will 
have on your cash. For example, if inflation is 2%, your $1 today will  
be worth $0.50, or half, in 36 years.

How long will it take to double your money? Use the rule of 72

6 Years

9 Years

12 Years

18 Years

36 Years

72 
12

72 
8

72 
6

72 
4

72 
2

Divide 72 

By your rate of return

Years to double your money
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	How long will it take to double your money? Use the rule of 72
	Divide 72 
	By your rate of return
	Equals the years to double your money
	Divide 72
 by 12
	Equals 6 Years

	Divide 72 by 
8
	Equals 9 Years

	Divide 72
 by 6
	Equals 12 Years

	Divide 72
 by 4
	Equals 18 Years

	Divide 72
 by 2 
	Equals 36 Years
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